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Yellow Flowers



Orchidaceae
Flatpetalled Yellow Lady’s-slipper
Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens

This short 
stocky variant 
of the turfy 
Limestone
Barrens has 
flatter, less 
twisted side 
petals than the 
yellow lady’s-
slippers of fens 
and wet 
woodlands; 
sometimes 
known as var. 
planipetalum



On special occasions, the Yellow Lady’s-slipper 
may even put on considerable extra red lipstick!



Rosaceae
Burnt Cape Cinquefoil
Potentilla usticapensis (P. pulchella ?)

A rare limestone 
species  known 
only from Burnt 
Cape and nearby 
Cape Norman on 
the Island.  
Several other 
cinquefoils also 
occur on the Cape 
and  though their 
flowers are 
similar, can 
usually be 
distinguished by 
leaf structure.



Rosaceae Cranz’s Cinquefoil (Potentilla neumanniana)

Grows  to about 15 cm in open and turfy limestone barrens.  Each of five bright 
yellow petals has an orange spot near its base.  Leaves are divided into five 
(“cinq”) leaflets.



Rosaceae Rough Cinquefoil (Potentilla norvegica)
Although native, tends to be weedy growing in disturbed and gravelly sites 
throughout the province.  Plants are upright to half a meter or so .  Leaves are 
compound of three hairy, coarsely-toothed leaflets.



Rosaceae Snowy Cinquefoil (Potentilla nivea)
A limestone species growing  in gravelly open barrens.  Leaves are of three 
leaflets, the bottom surfaces covered with dense snow-white hairs.



Rosaceae Silverweed (Argentina anserina = Potentilla anserina)
A prostrate species spreading like strawberries by runners (stolons).  Leaves are 
divided pinnately into 7 – 25 leaflets, white-silvery hairy beneath.  Fruits are 
clusters of hard reddish achenes.  Grows throughout province on wet or moist 
shorelines and gravels.



Rosaceae Shrubby Cinquefoil (Dasiphora fruticosa =Potentilla fruiticosa)
Found growing throughout the province in a variety of wet and dry habitats.  
On the exposed limestone barrens it is a low  sometimes prostrate shrub with 
shredding bark on older stems.  Leaves are compound  of five to seven leaflets.



Rosaceae Water Avens (Geum rivale)
A plant of wet meadows and woodland clearings with flowering stems to half a 
meter or so.  Leaves are long and pinnately divided; flowering stems are 
branched and purplish in colour.  The prominent flower sepals are purple, but 
partially hidden petals are yellow or pinkish-yellow.



Asteraceae
Dwarf Tansy/Huron Tansy
Tanacetum bipinatum ssp. huronense

A low growing herb 
with medicinally 
aromatic leaves 
when crushed. 
Easily recognized 
by its much divided 
leaves and large 
yellow button-like 
flower heads. 
Related to our tall 
introduced tansy , 
T. vulgare of 
gardens and waste 
places.



Asteraceae Balsam Ragwort (Packera paupercula = Senecio pauperculus)
Found both on bare gravels and on turfy substrate.  Leaves vary from spoon-
shaped to partly lobed and have a tuft of hairs where they meet the stem.  
Flowering stems are usually not more than 20 cm high and bear several yellow 
daisy-like flowers at the top.



Asteraceae Large-leaved Goldenrod (Solidago macrophylla)
Grows in woods, thickets and sheltered open areas throughout province.  The 
upright stems may reach a meter or more, but usually less on Burnt Cape.



Asteraceae Hairy Goldenrod (Solidago hispida)
A goldenrod of limestone soils, usually 20 cm or less, with  hairy stems and 
spoon-shaped leaves.



Asteraceae Northern Goldenrod (Solidago multiradiata)
Found in limestone gravels and turfy barrens on the Cape.  Rarely taller than 15 
cm, it can be recognized by its long narrow mostly hairless leaves and large 
clusters of flowering heads.



Asteraceae Bog Goldenrod (Solidago uliginosa)
A common bog and peatland species found throughout the province, but will 
also grow in some other sheltered open wet sites.  Plants are half a meter or 
more  tall with narrow lance-shaped leaves and with elongated club-shaped 
inflorescences.



Asteraceae

Dwarf Hawk’s Beard
Crepis nana

Crepis nana is a rare species of 
the finer limestone gravels 
only known from Burnt Cape 
in Newfoundland.



Asteraceae Fall Dandelion (Leontodon autumnalis)
A plant of disturbed soils, roadsides and lawns throughout the province.  Leaves 
are in a ground-hugging basal rosette and are narrow and deeply lobed.  
Several branched flower stalks may arise from the basal leaves, each branch tip 
producing a single flowering head.



Asteraceae False Arnica/Seabeach Groundsel (Senecio pseudoarnica)
A coastal plant of  gravelly and sandy seabeaches throughout Newfoundland.   
Plants are stout and up to a meter in height producing clusters of yellow daisy-
like flowering heads.



Asteraceae Common Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale)
The common dandelion is found in disturbed soils throughout the province.  It 
is quite variable in size and leaf shape.



Asteraceae Dandelion (Taraxacum sp.)
Besides the introduced Common Dandelion, three other native northern 
dandelions have been reported from Burnt Cape.  Their distinction to species 
requires careful study.



Asteraceae Hawkweeds (Hieracium spp.) 
Hawkweeds are usually plants of disturbed soils and gravelly places. 
At least two species are known from Burnt Cape.



Asteraceae Arnica (Arnica spp.)
Four species of Arnica inhabit the limestone barrens, two have so far been 
reported from Burnt Cape.  They all have similar yellow flowering heads and 
tend to be upright, usually less than 40 cm tall.



Caprifoliaceae Mountain-fly Honeysuckle (Lonicera villosa) 
A sprawling shrub less than a meter tall of wetlands and wet hollows on the 
barrens.  Leaves are opposite and hairy.  The pale yellow flowers have tubular 
corollas and are produced in pairs.  Bluish “two-eyed” berries are produced.



Ranunculaceae Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus repens)
A species of wet woods, clearings and disturbed sites throughout the province.  
It spreads readily by creeping rooting stems and is usually less than 20 cm tall.  
Leaves are divided into stalked leaflets and often have pale blotches on the 
surface.



Ranunculaceae Tall Buttercup (Ranunculus acris)
A tall plant up to a meter in height of disturbed habitats, roadsides and fields 
throughout Newfoundland.   Flowers are like those of Creeping Buttercup, but 
leaves are deeply lobed  and the lobes all are joined at a central point.  None of 
the leaf divisions are stalked as in Creeping Buttercup.



Ranunculaceae Seaside Crowfoot (Ranunculus cymbalaria)
This species is usually found in wet coastal sites, shores,  and brackish flats and 
meadows.  It is a small, low plant with creeping stems and flowers only a 
centimetre or so across.



Ranunculaceae Ovalleaf Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula var. ovalis)
A tiny creeping plant of muddy shores, meadows and wet rocky depressions 
on the barrens.  Leaves of this variety are oval shaped at the ends compared to 
the thin narrow leaves of the more common variety, var. reptans.



Brassicaceae Arctic Bladderpod (Lesquerella arctica)
Basal hairy grey-green leaves may be prostrate or more upright.  Flowering 
stems may reach up to 15 cm tall.  Flowers have four petals, and the plump 
seed pods provide  the common name.



Brassicaceae Wormseed Mustard (Erysimum cheiranthoides)
An annual of roadsides, waste places and disturbed soils.  It has the typical yellow four-
petal flowers of the Mustard Family, and thin elongated somewhat spreading seed pods.



Brassicaceae
Tall Wormseed Mustard
(Erysimum hieraciifolium)

A tall mustard, often over a 
meter, with tightly upright 
flower stalks and seed pods 
(siliques). An introduced 
species of disturbed sites and 
roadsides.



Crassulaceae Roseroot (Rhodiola rosea = Sedum rosea)
A coastal and seashore plant of gravelly and rocky places.  The fleshy leaves 
have a thin waxy coating producing a blue-green colour.  Male and female 
flower clusters are produced at stem tips, but on separate plants

Male plants

Female plants



Liliaceae Corn Lily (Clintonia borealis)
A shade tolerant common wildflower of woodlands, but on the barrens can 
also be found in sheltered more open locations.  The metallic fruits give rise to 
another common name, Blue-bead Lily.



Orobanchaceae Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor)
An annual up to 50 cm, usually smaller on the barrens, with opposite serrated 
leaves and snapdragon-like flowers.  Found throughout most of the province.

Mature seeds rattle in the inflated pods 
when they are shaken.



Orobanchaceae Northern Paintbrush (Castilleja septentrionalis)
On rocky or turfy barrens, usually on limestone.  Plants are upright, 30 or more cm tall with 
lance-shaped entire alternate leaves.  The showy yellowish bracts often obscure the tubular 
two-lipped flowers.



Saxifragaceae Yellow Mountain Saxifrage (Saxifraga aizoides)
Found on wet, especially calcareous soils, this plant rarely exceeds 15 cm.  
Plants have fleshy narrow leaves and flower petals are orange dotted.


